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Thank You 

 
Notes of appreciation have been  

received from the following: 
 

Marcia Newhardt 

In Christian Sympathy 

 
The Portland family extends Christian  

love and sympathy to:  
 

Scott Teeters in the loss of his sister,  
Lynne Puckett Haidar 

 
Autumn Taylor in the loss of her great aunt. 

 
Amos Tallbear in the loss of his uncle. 

Wednesday's Dinner Menu 

Adults—$3.50 Children—$2 Family—$12  
 

Feb. 1 - Taco Salad, Chips & Dessert 

Feb. 8 - Spaghetti, Salad & Dessert 

Feb. 15 - Roast, Potatoes/Carrots & Dessert 

Jan. 22 - Mexican Casserole & Dessert 

Jan. 29 - Meatloaf, Green Beans & Dessert 
 

Call the church office at 942-5539 to RSVP. 

Baptist Messenger 

Special Edition 

Periodicals Postage Paid  

 

 
A Note from  
Bro. Mike 
 
 

The song “Thy Word” by Michael W. Smith 
and Amy Grant has an unusual story around 
it. I had the opportunity to meet Michael W. 
Smith twice while I ministered at his home 
church in West Virginia. Michael tells this 
story about the song. He had come up with 
the melody but had a hard time finding the 
right words to go with it. He gave the song to 
his friend Amy Grant and asked her if she 
would try to come up with some words. 
 

She took the song with her to Caribou, Colo-
rado were she was working on an album. 
One night she decided to walk to her cabin in 
the dark from the studio. She kind of got lost 
for a short while. So finally, she saw a lantern 
in a window and she just kept stumbling to-
wards the light until she walked right up to it 
and saw it was her cabin. She went inside 
and said, “Wow”, and sat right down and 
wrote the verses. (Including the line “Thy 
Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path.”) The next day she went back to the 
studio and recorded the song. 
 

I pray that you also make God’s word a daily 
source of your guidance and strength. 
 

Come help us in Choir, We Need You! 
 

“SING”cerely,” 

 

Michael Branson  

 Family Worship Guides  
for January 22 through February 18 are  

available at the Welcome Center. They are also  
available at portlandavenue.org  on the Family Ministry page. 

Bring your pot of chili to enter the contest. 
Awards will be given to the top 3 pots of chili. 

 
Also needed are desserts.  

Sign up at the Welcome Center. 

Contact Tony for more information. 

SUPER CHILI 

BOWL COOKOFF 

Sign up in the Children’s Ministry Hallway or 
the Welcome Center by Sunday, Feb. 5th.  

 

Let your unfailing love surround us, LORD, Let your unfailing love surround us, LORD, Let your unfailing love surround us, LORD,    
for our hope is in you alone. Psalms 33:22for our hope is in you alone. Psalms 33:22for our hope is in you alone. Psalms 33:22   

On Sunday, Feb. 12th,  
our Children’s Ministry will be involved  

in a fundraiser for CrossTimbers.  
 

Goodie Bags will be available for a $1 donation.  

Bags will include chocolate dipped cookies and  

assorted candy assembled with love and  

wrapped in a clear-view treat bag.  
 
 

For a $1 donation per bag,  

you can brighten someone’s day AND help  

send a child to camp this Summer! 

PRAY FOR OUR PASTOR 
 

Bro. Walter is on a Mission 

trip to Kiev, Ukraine  
teaching ESL Classes  
and sharing the Gospel 

Jan. 19th - Feb. 4th.  
 

Pick up a prayer guide at the Welcome Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Nights 
6:15 p.m.  Room 170 

 

Our study will be in 1 Thessalonians. 
Join us for Bible Study, prayer, 

crafts, fellowship and more. 
All women are welcome! 

 

For more information contact  
Kathy Mullican 789-2709. 

Ladies Only 

It’s Time to START 
thinking VBS!  

 
Join us for an organizational meeting 

Sunday, Jan. 29th  
At 5 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  
 
This summer, JUNE 26 -30 , watch amazing 

things happen as kids encounter God like never 

before.  
 
Youôll see lives changed as kids tour some of the 
worldôs most marvelous natural wonders and learn  
to trust and recognize God as they explore His  
awesome power. 
 
Attend the meeting, sign up to work and RECEIVE 
a special “signing” BONUS incentive! 



This and that . . .  
 

 

Special thanks to our Senior Adult Committee for mak-
ing delicious soup, beans, cornbread and chocolate 
cake! Several seniors enjoyed “Soup-N-Games” on Jan. 
16th and brought yummy desserts to share. Watch for 
another Game Day coming soon! 
 

Mary Jean Baker welcomed her 34th Great Grandchild. 
Alyssa Noelle Wood was born  on January 2nd, weigh-
ing in at 7.9 pounds and 21 inches long. 
 

Also welcoming her FIRST great-grandchild was Linda 
Pelton. Liam Cosme was born January 4th. This is Mar-
gueritte Cassady’s FIRST GREAT GREAT Grandchild! 
 

CORRECTION . . . June Lay’s new phone number is 
491-2887.  
 

Congratulations and best wishes to newlyweds, Harold 
and Cathie McConnell.  Bro. Walter united this couple 
on January 12th.  
 

Congratulations are also  
in order to Eli and Freida  
Sheldon, who will be celebrating 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
on  February 17th.  

4 Pat Burleson 
5 Margueritte Cassady 
6 Sue Coit 
8 Derle Hatchett 
9 Faye Burton 
        Stan Burleson 
11 Edie Means 
15 Barbara Huff 
        Charlene Johnson 
16 Clay Howison 
        Kathy Mullican 
17 Sharon Sloan 
19 Doris Tennison 
20 Kenny Smith 
21 Frank Woolley 
22 Walter Mullican 
24 Frances Kelley 
 

Notice a senior birthday 
missing? Let us know! 

Mmmm Good  

Potato  

Soup  
 

  1/4 cups flour 

   1/4 cup butter 

   1 large onion, chopped 

   6 stalks chopped celery 

   1 teaspoon salt 

   3/4 teaspoon pepper 

   6 large potatoes, peeled and cubed 

   2 tablespoons chicken bouillon granules 

   1 16-ounce can corn, add more if you like 

   2 cups half-and-half,  

   (fat free half-and-half or milk also works) 

   1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
 

Saute diced onion, celery, and butter in large pot. 

Add potatoes and just enough water to cover them. 

Cook on high until potatoes are tender stirring fre-

quently.  When potatoes are done, add the rest of 

the ingredients. 

Cook on medium heat for 1-2 hours, until soup 

thickens OR put it in a crock pot at this point and let 

it cook uncovered for hours. 

"The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.ò  Proverbs 18:10 

FRIENDSHIP 
BANQUET 
Wisdom is with the aged, and understanding  
in length of days.  Job 12:12 
 

Friday, Feb. 24th 
6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

Join us for a FUN evening of fellowship and friendship as we bridge 
the gap between our seniors and our children! Each senior will be 
paired with ONE child. It’s a GREAT opportunity to get to know each 
other and develop new friendships! 
 

We’ll have a wonderful dinner and fun entertainment!   
Sign up at the Welcome Center.  
 

Need a ride? Call the church office  at 942-5539  
and weôll come pick you up! 

February 
Birthdays 

Kids on  

Mission 

Saturday, Feb. 18th 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
Kids, kindergarten thru 6th grade, 
come be ON MISSION. Help us 
work at BUCHANAN School.  
 
We’ll help clean-up classrooms, 
participate in a prayer walk and  
ENJOY lunch!  
 
Sign up in the Childrenôs Building  
or at the Welcome Center. 

Camp CrossTimbersCamp CrossTimbers  
June 13June 13-- 16, 201216, 2012  
Summer Mission Camp Summer Mission Camp   
For Kids, Grades 3For Kids, Grades 3--6.6.  
  

The cost is $80 per camper.  The cost is $80 per camper.    
PARENT/CAMPER MEETINGPARENT/CAMPER MEETINGññ  

Sunday, March 25thSunday, March 25th  
  
Payment in Full and camp forms Payment in Full and camp forms 
due at meeting.due at meeting.   

SENIOR SMILES . . .  
 

"We could certainly slow the aging process down if it had to  
work its way through Congress." - Will Rogers 

 
"Maybe it's true that life begins at 50... but everything else 
starts to wear out, fall out, or spread out." - Phyllis Diller 

 
                              "The cardiologist's diet: If it tastes good spit it out." - Unknown 


