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It’s my favorite picture of my mom. It was
taken at the Painted Desert on a road trip to
Mesa, AZ in 2003 to visit my grandmother’s
grave. My mom passed in May of 2009 at 86.
Although it’s been 8 years since her death, I
still miss her. Her last couple of years of life
were hard for her and for us. A stroke made
life challenging. She died at home, but as she
wished.
How long does it take to grieve someone’s
death? I don’t know. Grief doesn’t come with
a expiration date. Grief is inevitable. We cannot escape it, but God will see us through it.
Recently, I got a cut on my arm. It was sore
and inflamed, but after a few days a scab
began to form over the wound. That scab was
even sore for a while longer, but eventually
the scab fell off and the cut was healed, but a
scar was left. It was a reminder of the cut, but
the pain is gone. Grief for me is like that cut.
It hurts! It is painful! And like the scab on my
arm, you can knock the scab off the cut and it
hurts and bleeds again, but eventually it gets
better. We heal. I’m looking down at the scar
where I cut my arm. I can remember cutting
my arm, but it doesn’t hurt today. Healing has
come.
Psalm 30:11 says, “You have turned my
mourning into joyful dancing. You have taken
away my clothes of mourning and clothed me
with joy…” God can heal our grief. He can
turn our mourning into the joy of remembrance. He can give joy in place of sorrow
and sadness.
Trust God with your grief. He will see you
through it. Everyone’s healing is different.
Yours won’t be exactly like mine, but I am
confident He will see you through. Memories
of mom today after 8 years are pleasant. They
bring a smile to my face today thinking about
her. May you be clothed in His joy.
I Love You!
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Will you not revive us again, that your
people may rejoice in you?
Psalm 85:6
Greetings!
This spring has been very busy
for my family and I as we have
been a part of six revivals since the
middle of March. Each of these
revivals have been unique and
diverse in style, and I’ve shared the
platform with some incredible
speakers. I have personally come
away from each of these feeling
incredibly blessed and renewed.
One song that I have done a number of times lately has been very
convicting to the audiences and
has brought a much deeper meaning of revival even to me. The song
is called “Start With Me” and
speaks to the fact that revival must
start with a self-examination. I love
the lyric that says, “How can I
judge my brother when I know you
see the me inside? How dare I talk
of your forgiveness with a heart so
full of pride?” It seems like we always talk of wanting revival, but we
feel it should happen elsewhere.
What we should be praying in all
reality is “Start with me. Start a
mighty move of God across this
land. Start by changing every part
of who I am, until I’m the person I
was meant to be. Change the
world, start with me.”
What might happen if we all made
that our prayer?
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A big thank you to all of you who hosted
and provided the spaghetti dinner for the
Williams Baptist College Singers. These
exceptional young adults shared their
incredible talents with our congregation
and all who attended were greatly blessed
by the music and worship. Continue to
pray for these young men and women as
they continue to serve God with their
talents.

